




members to vote with the leadership on procedural votes, the decision that the issue was 
"procedural" was therefore tantamount to a vote on the underlying issue. 

( c) The House Majority Caucus "Contract": The complaint brought to the attention of
the Subcommittee's public members the existence and content of the previously referenced
"contract,. signed before the start of the legislative session. Although House majority
caucus members may have signed this contract individually outside of a meeting, the effect,
as noted, is tantamount to taking action in a closed meeting. The contract has broad effect
on votes taken on the House floor as well as in legislative committees. If a matter is
determined in closed caucus to be "procedural" the outcome of a floor vote is guaranteed.

( d) Procedural Versus Substantive: The House majority in this instance equated the term
"procedural" with "political strategy

'.
" The Subcommittee is not convinced that procedural

matters are by definition matters of political strategy.

Adopted this 24th day of May 2004 
by a majority of the House Subcommittee. 

Members Participating 
H. Conner Thomas
Dennis "Skip" Cook
Herman Walker, Jr.
Ann Rabinowitz
Representative Mary Kapsner

3 

Signature redacted for privacy




